Von: "DGSS (Sexual forschung/ Sex Research) + DGSS-Institut (Beratung/ Counseling)"
<DGSS+| NSTI TUT@exol ogi e. or g>

An: <Romano. Prodi @ec. eu. i nt >

Betreff: Proposal for a Council franework decision on conbating the sexua
exploitation of children and child pornography (2001/C 62 E/ 25, ABI. C 62 E 327-
330)

Datum M ttwoch, 27. Juni 2001 16: 22

Dear M. President,

As a Cerman association of sexuality researchers and university
educators of 30 years standing, the DGSS (Gernman Society for Social
Scientific Sexualiy Reasearch) is greatly concerned about the
above proposal in view of the unintended consequences of the
above-nenti oned framework decision should it becone |aw

Much as we wel cone any effort to save children from sexual and ot her
expl oitation, we, as sexol ogists, are convinced that the above proposa
will not serve its intended purpose but instead rmust be called

count er-productive. Therefore we join our colleagues fromthe OGS
(Austrian Society for Sexuality Research) in their detailed and

wel | -reasoned letter to you dated May 29, 2001

In particular we are drawi ng your attention to the foll ow ng aspects:

To extend the definition of "child" to the age of 18 (or 16 in sone
cases) for the purpose of protecting adol escents from sexua
exploitation is to invite very grave and obvi ously unintended
consequences on a nassive scale. In short, such an ill-infornmed | aw
woul d end up criminalizing countless "normal", healthy adol escents in
Europe wi t hout providing themany of the intended benefits.

There is no doubt in our mnds that, eventually, the I aw woul d have to
be repeal ed once the enornous damage it woul d cause becane evident. In
the neantine, however, the lives of thousands of harm ess adol escents
woul d have been ruined. It is absurd, e. g., to punish a 19-year old for
t aki ng photos or |ooking at pictures of his 17-year old girlfriend - and
so on down the line.

The franmewor k deci sion betrays a woeful |ack of awareness of today's
sexual realities in Europe. It seens to have been designed w t hout any
know edge or study of teenage sexual behavior, especially with regard to
explicit sexual material. However, such studies should have preceded any
deci sion and should still be demanded and financially supported by the
EU before any other action is taken

For exanple, as anyone fam liar with the sexual dinensions of the

i nternet knows, adol escents all over Europe are using it to exchange
inti mate photos of thenselves, indeed, to watch each other during sexua
activity via live cans. In addition, countless "chat roons" are used by
teenagers to stinulate each other to sexual activity. To our know edge,
no studi es exist denonstrating the extent of this internet use, but,
based on our professional experience, we suspect that tens of thousands
of teenagers are involved in the EU alone. To close off this sexua
outlet, which can neither |lead to unwanted pregnanci es nor

to sexually transmitted infections, would nmean an inmedi ate i ncrease in
real juvenile delinquency, abortion, and disease. Al this |aw woul d be
able to acconplish, is to turn the "victins" into perpetrators. In a
truly perverse dialectic, the "innocent" children in need of protection
woul d turn into dangerous sex crimnals fromwhom soci ety nust be

pr ot ect ed.

This is "dogoodi sm running anuck. We dare say that nost European
parents, if the knew about this franework decision, would be horrified
and woul d vehenently protest against this attenpt to crimnalize their



chil dren.

We therefore urge you in the strongest possible terns to exert all of
your influence to prevent this nisguided |egislation fromgoing forward.

Yours Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Dr. Erwin J. Haeberle
DGSS Pr esi dent

Rol f G ndorf
Head of DGSS Counselling Institute and DGSS Vi ce President
DGSS (German Society for Social-Scientific Sexuality Research)
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