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Worst partnership law of the world

No to Registered Discrimination!

Rechtskomitee LAMBDA (RKL): "Won't take up any bone thrown before our feet"

Austrian Minister of Justice Claudia Bandion-Ortner from the Conservative Party yesterday
presented a draft for a registered partnership for same-sex couples. If adopted it would be
the worst partnership law of the world.

The Bill is scheduled to be adopted by the Austrian federal government on 17 November and to
pass federal parliament’s justice committee on 3 December. The plenary is expected to vote
then so quickly as that the law can enter into force by 1 January 2010.

Austria is one the very few countries in Western Europe still having no legal institution for same-
sex couples. The draft law constitutes a massive provocation of Austria’s lesbians, gays and
bisexuals who for so long already had to wait for equality before the law.

The draft law would create the worst partnership law in the world.
It regulates only civil- and criminal-law-issues, i.e. mutual civil rights and obligations of the
partners (maintenance, assistance, joint residence, faithfulness, division of property etc.). Even in
civil- and criminal-law the draft does not create equality but establishes 22 (!) deviations from
marriage.

Obligations but no rights

In addition it does not contain the social rights which are attached to marriage exactly because
spouses take over mutual obligations (nothing in tax law, pension insurance, health insurance,
employment, immigration, citizenship, etc. etc.; and nothing on the level of the law of the nine
states). The Ministry of Justice did not include a blanket clause which would apply to registered
partners all the references made to marriage in (federal) law. Due to this refusal, for those social
rights, all the other Ministries now have to present their own draft laws. It is highly unlikely that
they will be able and willing to do so within the next two weeks, if ever ...

And the Minister of Justice even does not want to see homosexuals at the civil registry office
and bans same-sex couples from this place where marriage are entered into. Her draft refers
registration of same-sex partnerships to those offices where normally dogs and vehicles are
registered ....

Sexual apartheid on the level of dog-registration

If this draft becomes law, the state from the very beginning of even the registration act would
impressively demonstrate to same-sex couples their second-class citizen status. No government
in the world ever has dared to present such a discriminatory partnership law.

Last year Austria's Igbt-organisations addressed the public with a joint press conference sending
out a strong joint message: if there will not be equality in all areas of the law the status quo
would be even better. Today same-sex couples don’t have the rights attached to marriage. But
they neither have the obligations. If this bill would become law same-sex registered partners
would have all obligations of marriage without the rights attached to marriage. An unacceptable
provocation.

“We already have indicated to compromise even the important areas of stepparent adoption,
joint adoption and medically assisted procreation”, says Dr. Helmut Graupner, president of



Rechtskomitee LAMBDA (RKL), “But we will definitely not thankfully take up any bone which is
thrown before our feet”.

Supportive letters could be sent to the following persons from the Social-Democrats, the
coalition partner of the Conservative Party:

-> Gabriele Heinisch-Hosek, Minister for Women and Equality Affairs: gabriele.heinisch-
hosek@bka.gv.at, Fax: +43 1 53109/2131

-> Werner Faymann, Federal Chancellor: werner.faymann@spoe.at; werner.faymann@bka.gv.at,
Fax: +43 1 53503 38

-> Mag. Barbara Prammer, President of Federal Parliament: barbara.prammer@spoe.at,
barbara.prammer@parlament.gv.at, Fax: 01/40110-2345

-> Dr. Johannes Jarolim, Judicial Spokesperson of the Social-Democrats:
hannes.jarolim@jarolim.at, Fax: 01/2537000-43

Letters of protest could be sent to:

-> Minister of Justice Mag. Claudia Bandion-Ortner: claudia.bandion-ortner@justiz.gv.at; Fax:
01/521 52/2730

-> Chairperson of the Conservative Party (and Minister of Finance) Josef Préll:
josef.proell@bmf.gv.at; Fax +43 1 514 33 / 507 060

Rechtskomitee LAMBDA (RKL), founded in 1991, on a supra-partisan and denominational level is working for the
implementation of human rights for homo- and bisexual men and women. In its honorary board it convenes so prominent
members as former Prime Minister Dr. Alfred Gusenbauer, President of Federal Parliament Mag. Barbara Prammer,
former Minister of Justice Mag. Karin Gastinger, the Honorary President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe Dr. Peter Schieder, Federal Ombudsman Mag. Terezija Stoisits, former Director of Public Security Dr. Erik
Buxbaum, the former President of National Juges Association Dr. Barbara Helige, the Vice-President of the Vienna Bar-
Association Dr. Elisabeth Rech, the President of D.A.S.-legal expenses insurance company Dr. Franz Kronsteiner, the
President of Weisser Ring Dr. Udo Jesionek, the Secretary General of Amnesty International Austria Mag. Heinz Patzelt
and the well-known human-rights experts Dr. Lilian Hofmeister and Univ.-Prof. Dr. Manfred Nowak, the constitutional law
professors Univ.-Prof. Dr. Christian Briinner, Univ-Prof. Dr. Bernd-Christian Funk, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Heinz Mayer and Univ.-
Prof. Dr. Ewald Wiederin, famous child- and adolescent psychiatrist Univ.-Prof. Dr. Max Friedrich and the Vienna Child-
and Youth-Ombudspersons DSA Monika Pinterits and Dr. Anton Schmid, sexologists Univ.-Prof. Dr. Josef Christian
Aigner, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Rotraud Perner and Univ.-Lekt. Mag. Johannes Wahala, theologist Univ.-Prof. Dr. Kurt Lithi, Life-
Ball-Organisor Gery Keszler and many more. October 2nd, 2006, RKL’s 15 years anniversary has been celebrated in
historic Ceremonial Act “Against Sexual Apartheid” in the lower chamber of Austrian federal parliament. This first
honouring of an Igbt organisation in a national parliament worldwide took place in attendance of over 500 guests
including highest representatives from the judiciary, administration and politics
(http://www.rklambda.at/festakt/index.htm).

More information: Rechtskomitee LAMBDA, (++43/1/876 30 61), office@RKLambda.at;
www.RKLambda.at

2009-11-01


mailto:claudia.bandion-ortner@justiz.gv.at
mailto:josef.proell@bmf.gv.at

	No to Registered Discrimination!  


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


